Community dentistry: rationale.
The present curricula in dentistry are biased in favor of cure and technical capability ... individualism rather than promotive, preventive and community orientation. The team "approach" and "total patient care" concepts must be given emphasis in these curricula. Dentistry, being a profession, should accentuate service, rather than materialism and profit. The Philippine situation demands than adoption of a "New Horizon in Health" which emphasized positive health as part of human development. The educational system, organized dentistry, the licensing board, the legislators, policy makers, oral health providers and research formulators will have important roles to perform in the successful implementation of this "new horizon in health" concept. "Primary Health Care" is another strategy adopted to realize the global goal of "Health for all by Year 2000". This is a positive approach for both individual and community oral health intervention programs.